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The title of this research is “THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
PHOTOGRPHS IN IMPROVING STUDENTS‟ SPEAKING OF 
STORYTELLING”. The purpose of this study was to investigate the 
students‟ speaking storytelling using photographs. The research explored 
about photograph in teaching speaking of storytelling. The method that 
applied in this research was quantitative method which was pre-
experimental design. Speaking test and questionnaire were used to collect 
the data. This research was conducted to 1st grade student in a private senior 
high school in Garut. Based on the result of this research, it was shown that 
photographs affected in improving speaking skill ability. It was proven of 
the different score in pre-test and post-test score. The post-test score 
increase significantly and it also could be concluded from the t-test result in 
which t-observed was higher that t-critical it meant there was significant 
affect in improving students‟ speaking ability using photographs. It was said 
that Ho was accepted if the lower has negative (-) value and upper has 
positive (+) value or sig. (2-tailed) > α. From the table above it was showed 
that the lower and upper had negative (-) value and sig. (2-tailed) = 0.000 
 




Speaking is one of the four basic competences in English language. According to Brown (2000:232) 
“There are four essential skills in teaching the English language include listening, speaking, reading 
and writing”. From all the skills, this study carries out teaching speaking. Speaking is a way for 
someone to communicate with others, here the teacher should teach the teaching of speaking. 
Teaching of speaking is very important, because speaking is the most important thing in life for us 
to communicate with people. Speaking is an interactive process of constructing meaning that 
involves producing and receiving information (Brown, 1994; 2 Burns & Joyce, 1997). Students can 
get more English skill through learning speaking using storytelling. Using photographs in teaching 
of speaking storytelling, expectable students can speak storytelling fluently.  
Usually, students look passive in the teaching-learning speaking process. Students do not 
have any idea or initiative to speak, or if they have ideas, they do not know how to express these 
ideas. According to Richard (2008: 19) “Many students are not interested in speaking English and 
consider as the most difficult subject to master, let alone speak fluently and accurately”. Thus, we 
can conclude that many problems in teaching speaking storytelling, the problems milestone for 
teacher and students for learn earnest in English speaking ability using photographs.  
This study uses photographs to improve students‟ speaking storytelling, because 
photographs are unique tool for teaching speaking storytelling in the classroom. Photographs are 
interesting for students in learning speaking, because by using a good photo, cute photo, historical 
photo from child until young, etc. Clarke (1997: 10) states, “Photography could be seen not as an 
image, but also as a text”. So students get giving the story from a photo, because the photographs 
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„not as an image, but also as a text‟, text is not just a written text but also a spoken text.  
The purpose of this study is to find out the implementation of photographs in improving 
students‟ speaking ability and to help teachers teach students for learning speaking storytelling using 
a photographs, so that students can understand, know, and active at classroom.  
Based on Pollard (2008) clarifies, “when setting up an activity, explaining what to do for 
homework, the teacher will do a lot of the speaking.” Teacher knows students competence in 
speaking ability and skill in a classroom. Based on the background above, the study is very 
important for students to increase speaking ability. It is appropriate with the title “THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF PHOTOGRAPHS IN IMPROVING STUDENTS‟ SPEAKING 
ABILITY” 
 
Definition of Speaking 
Speaking is the competence for giving expression to opinion, ideas, think, feel, and the 
other, there are the views a real life, like a: history, social, economy, culture, etc and not a 
real life, like a: music, picture, photographs, legend, etc. According to Tarigan (1990:15) 
“speaking is the competence to express explain and convey thinking, feeling, and idea”.  
Speaking very important for human lives, because speaking is activity in daily lives for 
example: communication with other people, speech, read a poem, for working in radio, 
television, etc, presentation, acting, drama, and the other function. Scott (2007:1) states 
“speaking is so much a part daily life that we take it for granted. The average person 
produces tens of thousand of words a day, although some people-like auctioneers or 
politicians-may produce even more than that”.   
 
Competence in Speaking   
According to istiatimus (2008:9) to measure the students‟ speaking ability, has five 
competences as follows:  
a. Pronunciation  
Hornby defines pronunciation as the way in which a language is a spoken, way 
in which a word is pronounced (Hornby, 1974:669). It means that 
pronunciation is an important of language, including its aspect like accent, 
stress, and intonation.  
b. Grammar  
Grammar and pronunciation has a close relationship. In addition to the sound 
system learners must be taught by using structure system of language. 
Learners must be given insight into word order, inflection and derivation into 
the other meaningful features of the English language. It will help students to 
speak fluently.  
c. Vocabulary  
Hornby (1974:979) defines vocabulary is range of words known or used by a 
person in trade, profession, etc. If students have many vocabularies, it will be 
easier for him to express his idea.  
d. Fluently  
Hornby (1974:330) defines fluency as the quality of being able to speak 
smoothly and easily. It means that someone can speak without any hesitation. 
Someone can speak fluently even though he makes errors in pronunciation and 
grammar.  
e. Self-Confidence  
Self-confidence becomes an important factor in speaking learning process. A 
student with good grammatical and vocabulary master usually has a big 
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confidence to express idea, suggestion or answer the question. He feels like 
that, so he thinks he knows what will he say and how to express.         
 
Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that students must be able to get of 
best competences in speaking. Thus, students can have a good, correctly, and fluently 
speaking ability and then students can active in classroom, because students already 
know and understand about competences in speaking.  
 
Definition of Storytelling   
According to Serrat (2008:10) “Storytelling is the vivid description of ideas, beliefs, 
personal experiences, and life-lessons through stories or narratives that evoke powerful 
emotions and insights”. It means that Storytelling can help students‟ in learn of speaking 
using a photographs, with active, creative, good speak, speaking storytelling will be 
fluently and success.    
Storytelling is to share the ideas and creative students to other human, and then 
storytelling make into speaking ability is easy and simple, and then students can interest, 
because storytelling is good methods for learn. Margaret (2001:13) states “storytelling is 
to share feelings, thoughts, and meaning of a story with another”.   
 
Definition of Photographs   
According to Graham (1997:10) “The photograph is a visual and cultural history”. It 
means that, the photographs a view by eye but not is touched by hand, but photographs 
can be explained, feels by heart, and then you can give the opinion of the photograph. So 
that photographs is very important for improve students‟ speaking ability.   
Kevin (2014:1) “Photographs can do more than contain a thousand words: they can 
tell a whole story”. It is clear that the photographs is a tool to tell a story and photographs 
it contains a lot of words in it that can be disclosed.  
Based on the description above, the writer that concludes the photographs is a tool 
for increase speaking ability, can improve students‟ speaking ability, and then can help 
teacher teach easily, creative and innovative, so that students not easily get bored in the 
lesson.    
    
Previous Research   
 There are four previous researches found by the writer. First, Asfa (2010) 
investigated about the effectiveness of using describing picture to improve students‟ 
speaking skill in descriptive text. The method in this study is Quantitative and the design 
is experimental (group and control group), there are two Instruments like as: Test and 
Documentation Based on the finding and discussion in chapter IV, it could be concluded 





The method used in this research was quantitative method. According to Sibanda (2009: p.2) 
“Quantitative research focuses on gathering numerical data and generalizing it across groups of 
people. Surjakusumah (2007:p.1) “quantitative methodology is best typified by an experiment 
designed to test a hypothesis through the use of objective instruments and appropriate statistical 
analyses”. In this research, the writer used pre-experimental design. Surjakusumah (2007:p.6) 
“preexperimental design just only group of subject and subjects are not randomly designed”. In 
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this design used pre-experimental design by using “one group pre-test and post-test. the writer 
took the 1
st 
grade student in one private senior high school in Garut enrolled in 2015/2016 
academic year. The first grade contain of three classes with 102 students. The writer took 30 
students from one class of Senior High School in Garut. The writer was taken the research at 
Senior High School in Garut, Jawa Barat. The school was chosen because the school is good and 
suitable for this research. The research instrument that is used in this research was speaking test 




The writer tasted the normality formula which of would be used in computing the 
significance of the treatment influence toward students‟ speaking ability, after the result 
of pre-test and post-test were calculated. Then the researcher used questionnaire to get 
the data of students‟ speaking ability in classroom. Firstly, the researcher checked the 
normality of the data using Liliefors Test to find out whether the distribution of data was 
normal or not. Before containing the normality test, the writer presented the pre-test and 
post-test score.  
 
Score of Pre-test   
Sum of Score  Max of Score  Min of Score  Mean of Score  
1849  77  47  61.63  
  
Score of Post-test   
Total of Score  Max of Score  Min of Score  Mean of Score  
2210  87  63  73.67  
  
 
Based on the table 4.3, it showed the total of students speaking score in the pre-test was 
1849 and then in the post-test was 2210. The researcher could take conclusion that there was 
progress in the scores of the student. It looked from the scores before treatment namely pre-test 




The result of both was counted to get the conclusion from speaking test. The average of pre-test 
was 61.63. While the average of post-test showed 72.53. It meant that there is a significant 
progress after having the treatment. Meanwhile, from all the questions from the questionnaire the 
average of positive (+) answer was 81% and the average of negative (-) answer was 19% and then 
Ho was rejected and then Ha was accepted that meant there is a significant the effectiveness of 
photographs in storytelling to improve students‟ speaking ability. It meant that the student had 
background knowledge about photographs and speaking technique after gives the pre-test, 




The writer could draw the conclusion as follow:  
1. The post-test score increase significantly and it also can be concluded from the 
t-test result in which t-observed is higher that t-critical.  
2. Ho was rejected and Ha was accepted.  
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3. Score of pre-test (61,63) and mean score of post-test (73,67).  
4. From the questionnaire the average of positive (+) answer was 81% and the 
average of negative (-) answer was 19%.  
 
Based on explanation about photographs can help students to improve their speaking ability 
in storytelling because it makes the students speak habitually in front of the class and the others. 
Besides, using the photographs the students more interesting and more motivated in learning 
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